The common pipit is found to be a constant natural destroyer of the white grub and the cotton-boll weevil, two of the worst of southern crop pests. It is especially to the interest of southern farmers to protect this bird at all times, as it is one of the most efficient bird enemies of the cotton-boll weevil.
EVENING GROSBEAK (Hesperiphona vespertine The nature of the contents of certain stomachs of this species
gives a vivid idea of the shearing or crushing power of the beak.
The seeds of cherries were broken easily and a whole one was rarely found. The flattened seeds of snowberry were split longitudinally in nearly everv case.
Summer food. As the contents of the distended esophagus also were examined when available, the seeds were seen before they had been crushed or digested to any appreciable extent. The condition of these seeds furnishes an admirable illustration of the dexterity with which the peculiar mandibles of this species are used, as many stomachs were filled with seeds that were not scratched or broken in any way during the removal of the seed coats.
The variation in the food of this crossbill seems to be geographical rather than seasonal, and the species of seeds of conifers recognized were from the few that had been swallowed without being hulled. Pines (Pinus spp.) are the ones best represented. Seeds recognized as belonging to this genus comprised 78.29 per cent of the food during the winter. That scrub pine (P. virginiana) and western yellow pine (P. ponderosa) were the species most commonly found was to be expected, as the majority of the stomachs were collected in localities in which these trees predominated. White pine (P. strobus) and red pine (P. resinosa) also were identified.
Other conifers recognized were spruce (Picea mariana and Pwea 
